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Surround Sound System Maps Out Room
Source: United Press International
 
LOS ANGELES (United Press International via COMTEX)
-- A surround sound home theater system has been
developed that maximizes the effect for as many as

eight locations in a room. 

In an average size room, the surround sound system 
generally would go to the listener in the middle, while
everyone else would hear special effects that sound far
away or out of place. 

But a new system called MultEQ developed by Chris 
Kyriakakis and his colleagues at Audyssey
Laboratories, Inc., uses data from a microphone placed

by the listener in any one of the listening locations. The home-theater receiver
calibrates by playing a test tone through the main and surround speakers, a
tone that is modified by each speaker's characteristics and location, and further
altered by the reflections of the sound bouncing off the walls of the room. 

The listener repeats the process for each location, such as three spots on a
couch, two on a loveseat and one more on a recliner. 

The technology is a product of research into "immersive audio" by Kyriakakis
and others at the Integrated Media Systems Center at the University of Southern

California, one of the National Science Foundation's Engineering Research
Centers. 
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